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Governor lets
Navy transfer
clean up later
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Gov. Don Sundquist Tuesday
approved the Navy’s* request
for an early-transfer of 1,900
acres to gton befora the
military has cleaned contami-
nated portions of the acreage.

The state's approval —~ one of
the final stages in an ongoing
land trangfer process between
the naval base and the city
means Millington i3 a step
closer

0] brlngrtlg

u-ica}lzﬁark to the neighborhood.
CLA, a.federal environ-
mental statuts, requires that
uted Jand be clean before it
13 transferred by a federal
body, guch as the Navy. But a
state may intervene and offer
approval for an early transfer
befors cleanup if the entity
that is selling the land shows
state officials a detailed plan of
how and when the land will be
clean, among others things.
m";Ve'rge;amﬂegt that :th:y will
e..adequate  steps to_ com-
pleté 'the' cléanup and it was'in
the best interests of the state to
allow the early transfer,” said
Justin Wilson, Tennessce dep-
u%govemor 'or policy.

e city plans to turn roughly
1,350 acres into an office and
industrial complex on the north
side of the naval base. Navy
Road splits the base, with the
navy’s personnel bureau on the
southern half and the transfer
property on the north side,
which is framed by the Mil-
lington Municipal Airpert’s
runway and Illinois Central
Gulf Railroad. -

The remaining S50 acres are
set aside for the airport.

“We have two warm pros-
pects,” said Frank Ryburn, ex-

a big indus- - “The N
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ecutive director of the Mil-
lington Industrial Develop-
ment Board, referring to.com-
panies the city is eoumng_ for
the planned industrial par

City officials want the trans-
action completed by mid-De-
cember. With the approval, that
time freme looks reasonable,
officlals said.

“We're right on target,”
Mayor George Barvell said.
avy and the state have
been working together a long
time on the verbiage. But it's
good to see it all coming to-
gether now.” .

The gemor’s approval stll
bolds Navy responsible for
treating the petroleum and
lead contamination, which af-
fects roughly a third of the
1,900 acres. But it allows the
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clty to assume control of the
land and begin putting it to use:
before the cleanup is complete..

“The Navy tees that it
il] g necessary” tos
clean up the land,” said Donald!
Litton, asaistant public works:
officar at the base. U

The approval is the final lap
in the land transfer deal that!
has been dragging for about six"

years.

The city hit its most recent
litch this summer when it
ound out that pockets of the
property were contaminated’
with lead. o

Most of the contamination|
has occurred at a subsurfacel
level of 80 feet and doasn't af-
fect the drinking water in th
community, Litton said. .
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